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Assistant Professor of German, School of Modern Languages 
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Research Interests: 
Dr. Joo’s research interests lie in the intersection of bilingualism and language acquisition and 
use. Her research projects investigated the second language (L2) acquisition of the German 
asymmetric verb placement by Korean immigrants from a structural, theoretical, and 
sociolinguistic perspective, as well as the intercultural pragmatic competence of German-
English bilinguals working in the U.S., producing face-threatening speech acts. Her current 
project aims to link pragmatic and intercultural communicative competence frameworks and 
better understand the role of L2 in developing these competencies as globally minded citizens. 
 
 
Teaching Interests: 
Dr. Joo’s teaching is focused on German language and culture, covering language structures and 
grammar, stylistic issues, and intercultural communication. Dr. Joo also teaching linguistics 
courses. Her teaching is student-focused, student-led, and project based. Dr. Joo is further 
interested in the case study teaching method, especially for business German. 
 
 
Education: 
Ph.D. in German Applied Linguistics and Language Science 2018 
Pennsylvania State University      State College, PA 
 
M.A. in Contemporary German Literature    2007 
Freie Universität Berlin, Germany     Berlin, Germany 
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